.Yakusugi Museum Original*Products Slmp.

You can purchase original products such as craftworks
= and books on Yakushima and Yakusugi.
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Yakusugi forest has been logged for over 500 years supplementing the
livelihoods of the people of Yakushima. There is a special relationship
between the people of Yakushima and the forest.

@® A 1660-years-old Yakusugi
The Japanese cedar also known as Sugl, Cyptomeria
japonica, is native to Japan. Cedars found on
Yakushima's mountains over 1000 years old are
called Yakusugi The photograph on the left
shows a cross-section of a Yakusugi with 1,660
annual growth rings indicating that the tree
was 1660 years old. The center of the
cross-section has 500 close annual growth
rings, 37cm in diameter, indicating that this
7 period of growth was extremely slow. In
addition, the long life of Yakusugi can be
attributed to its high content of resin making it
resistant to decay and insects.

.Yakusugi - History of Forest
During the Edo period large numbers of Yakusugi
were selectively cut. Kosugi, descendants of these
Yakusugi trees, eventually restored the forest,
After experiencing massive logging in the high
economic growth period of Japan, Yakushima
entered an age of sustainable forestry that makes
the best use of its natural recovery force.

.Loggmg Impl{,mcuts Hand tools

The loggers' implements that had been passed
down from the Edo period were very diversi-
fied. Many of them were made in Tosa and were
used around Kyushu.

. A large-sized chain saw for
Yakusugi logging

In 1936 the history of Yakusugi logging changed

drastically with the introduction of a 20kg 2m

long chainsaw. This implement led to the mecha-

nized massive logging period in Yakushima.

. Comparison of sugi trees from
around Japan

These logs have the same diameters but their
ages are greatly different. You can tell that
Yakusugi trees’ rate of growth is very slow
compared to other cedar trees by their growth
rings. The slow growth rate of Yakusugi trees is
due mainly to its environment and poor nutrient
supply in the granite bed.

@ “liragi”, Yakusugi shingles for roofing

“Hiragi" are wooden shingles made from Yakusugi. A large number of Hiragi were made during
the Edo period. These wooden shingles were very important as a means for payment of land
taxes and supplementing the livelihoods of the islanders. Hiragi were made from straight
Yakusugi logs and were split into small wooden shingles and carried out from the mountains by
people. The logged areas with its open sky and sunlight were ideal for young Yakusugi trees
(Kosugi) to grow. Today the cedar trees we see on Yakushima are Yakusugi and Kosugi trees.
These Yakusugi trees were actually rejected and survived the logging because of their undesir-
able shapes. The Kosugi trees are the younger cedars that grew to regenerate the logged areas,
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Yakusugi grown from seed
traveled into space with

Mamoru Mohri, a _]'l]mnt'w
astronaut, on Febru:
2009, Tt was also ces d by
NASA and has a certificate
showing this.

Diesel locomotives were utilized
to transport Yakusugi logs,
\ supplies,and people.

1 Exhibition Room

Visitors can learn about the history of Yakushima through various perspectives,
a documentary video of a revered eighteenth century Buddhist priest, Tomari
Jochiku, a chronological table of policies of the forest, a CG (virtual reconstruction)
of Wilson's Stump, and an introduction to Kosugidani Village.

# Tomari Jochiku was 2

historical person who persuaded and led islanders to use Yakusugi.

@ Chronological table of policies of
_ the forest of Yakushima

@ CG virtual reconstruction of
Wilson's Stump
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Hauling out ‘lul.(usugi by trolley  Chainsaw logging

The Kosugidani Village in 1967
Kosugidani Village founded in 1924 on the upper part of Anbo River was a
base camp for Yakusugi loggers. During its peak, the village supported a
population of 500 people. A school was also built to accommodate the
residents. Following the reduction in Forest Service operations in 1970,
Kosugidani Village came to an end after half a century of history.

We have a new corner with a wooden
structure of aromatic native cedar
exhibiting many rare and significant
photographs showing the harvesting
of yakusugi domai-boku and a new film,
“story of the forest and the people”.

[Yakusugi Exploration Pavilion]

arakuri mechanical device

There are some playful mechanical
cedar devices you can operate and
experience the sounds and rhythms
of Yakushima. By turning a gear vou
will put in motion some wooden or
glass balls,

[Nature Panorama Pavilion]

CC Gallery b
A special exhibition of Yakushima is being held at the gallery. Next to the

gallery, there is a high vision theater showing the historically valuable
documentary film of Kosugidani Village and Yakusugi logging.




